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The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is based on principles of inclusion and we welcome all families and children. We provide care and education for a wide range of children in environments that enable them to feel safe and supported and which extend their learning and development. Throughout the EYFS, stress is placed upon understanding each child and their families as unique, with different needs and concerns.
EYFS key themes and commitments

	A Unique child
	Positive Relationships
	Enabling Environments
	Learning and Development

	1.1 Child development

1.2 Inclusive practice
	2.2 Parents as partners

2.3 Supporting learning
	3.2 Supporting every child

3.3 The learning environment
	4.1 Play and exploration

4.2 Active learning

4.3 Creativity and critical thinking

4.4 Areas of learning and development


The four main principles are:
· A Unique Child

· Positive Relationship
· Enabling Environments

· Learning Developments

The Curriculum:

The EYFS is made up of six areas of learning and development. All areas, which are connected to one another, are equally important.

1. Personal, Social and Emotional Development

Children are provided with experiences and support which will help them to develop a positive sense of themselves and of others; respect for others; social skills; and a positive disposition to learn. We will ensure support for children’s emotional well-being to hep them to know themselves and what they can do.

2. Communication, Language and Literacy
To become skilful communicators through various forms such as speaking and listening, being read to and beginning to read and write. They will be provided with the opportunity and encouragement to use their skills in a range of situations and for a range of purposes, and be supported in developing the confidence and disposition to do so.

3. Problem Solving, Reasoning and Numeracy

Children will be supported in developing their understanding of Problem Solving, Reasoning and Numeracy in a broad range of contexts in which they can explore, enjoy, learn, practise and talk about their developing understanding. They will be provided with opportunities to practise these skills and to gain confidence and competence in their use.
4. Knowledge and Understanding of the world

Children will be supported in developing their knowledge, skills and understanding that help them make sense of the world. Their learning will be supported through offering opportunities for them to use a range of tools safely; encounter creatures, people, plants and objects in their natural environments and in real-life situations; undertake practical ‘experiments’; and work with a range of materials.

5. Physical Development

The physical development of babies and young children will be encouraged through the provision of opportunities for them to be active and interactive and to improve their skills of co-ordination, control, manipulation and movement. They will be supported in using all of their senses to learn about the world around them and to make connections between new information and what they already know. They will be supported in developing an understanding of the importance of physical activity and making healthy choices in relation to food.

6. Creative Development

Children’s creativity will be extended by the provision of support for their curiosity, exploration and play. They will be provided with opportunities to explore and share their thoughts, ideas and feelings, for example, through a variety of art, music, movement, dance, imaginative play and role play activities, mathematics and design technology.

Our Aims:

Children learn best when they are healthy, safe and secure, when their individual needs are met and when they have positive relationships with adults caring for them. The welfare requirements within the EYFS are designed to support us in creating a setting which is welcoming, safe and stimulating and where children are able to enjoy themselves, to grow in confidence and to fulfil their potential.

· Each child will be assigned a key person
· We will ensure we meet the specific requirements for ratios of adults to children.
· Through free-flow play, the children decide on their daily needs. Play underpins all development and learning for young children. Most children play spontaneously, although some may need adult support, and it is through play that they develop intellectually, creatively, physically, socially and emotionally.

· We will plan and deliver personalised learning, development and care to help children get the best possible start in life.

· We will promote positive attitudes to diversity and difference within all children. In doing this we will help them to learn and value different aspects of their own and other people’s lives.

· We will provide regular information for parents about activities undertaken by the children, identifying learning needs and responding quickly to any difficulties.

· We will consider how best to create, maintain and improve our setting so that it meets the highest standards and offers the best experience for young children.

· We will encourage children to explore and talk about what they are learning, valuing their ideas and ways of doing things. 

· We will plan appropriate play and learning experiences based on the children’s interests and needs. (Good planning is the key to making children’s learning effective, exciting, varied and progressive).

· Our long term plans provide an overview for the year, ensuring all six areas of learning are given equal emphasis and that all aspects of learning within the six areas are covered. Medium term plans are written termly and focus on the particular needs of the children. Short term plans, written weekly, include sequences of new learning experiences and activities which consolidate skills just learnt. These plans will be child led, focusing on a particular theme as dictated by them.
· We will liaise with other settings and agencies to ensure we share information regarding each child’s development and learning.

This policy was reviewed in September 2010. The next policy review September 2011
Signed by                                           Chair of the committee on
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